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·As we express our gratitude, we 
must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, 
but to live by them. " 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
220 8th Avenue 
McKeesport, PA 15132 

"All that we behold is full of blessings." 
William Wordsworth 

iving Thanks 

Summer's past and winter's near, 
And Thanksgiving Day is here. 
Though the flowers and leaves are gone, 
Warm days vanished by cold dawn 
Still our heartfelt thanks begin 
For the good days that have been, 
For the loved ones we now see, 
And the good things yet to be. 

Donna Eddy 
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YOU ARE A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE 
Rev. David L Kinsey 

On several occasions Evelyn Nehas has said to me, "I 
don't know what we would do without you." And John 
Ochap said, "You have been a blessing to this church." 
In addition, many of you have thanked me for my pres
ence. From an ego point of view these words of support 
and comfort encourage me to help each of you take St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church to a higher level of excel
lence. From a leadership point of view ego drives the 
leader. There has never been a powerful leader without 
a powerful ego. The secret of a powerful leader is to 
keep his/her ego under control. I have been blessed to 
have several mentors keep my ego under control. It is a 
constant reminder that I am simply a child of God and a 
servant to each of you. 

But the success of this church is about YOU. Each of 
you represent a piece of the puzzle that when put to
gether makes a beautiful picture. And the picture spells 
love, hope, faith, passion, compassion, integrity, vision, 
dedication, commitment, friendship, support, comfort, 
and outreach. Nowhere in that puzzle can a dedicated 
child of God find the words envy, hate, bullying, anger, 
character assassination, jealousy or derogatory com
ments against anyone. (continued on next page) 



continued from previous page 

So the question for each of us! Where do you fit? YOU are essential to the success 
of this church. You are not just a person. You are "God's Masterpiece." And God 
loves how you fit into the cornerstone of His church. 

"Example is not the main thing in influencing others. It is the only thing." 
Albert Schweitzer 

November Messages: 

November 3 24th Sunday after Pentecost "How Do You Repay 
Those You Have Hurt?" 

November 10 25th Sunday after Pentecost "Marriage in Heaven?" 

November 17 26th Sunday after Pentecost "When Will the Killing End?" 

November24 The Last Sunday after Pentecost "When Was the Last Time You 
Christ the King Sunday Mocked Someone?" 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

The 148th Annual Conven
tion of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Pittsburgh will be held Fri
day and Saturday, November 
1 and 2, 2013, at Trinity Ca
thedral. Please note that you do not 
have to be a deputy to attend conven
tion - you will just not be able to vote. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about what goes on in the Diocese and 
Convention and would like to attend, 
please see Fr. Dave. Transportation will 
be provided. 

On the 11th hour of the 
~~§:j 11th day of the 11th 
1i"' month of 1918, an armi-

stice, or temporary cessa
tion of hostilities, was declared be
tween the Allied nations and Germany 
in the First World War, then known as 
"the Great War." Commemorated as 
Armistice Day beginning the following 
year, November 11th became a legal 
federal holiday in the United States in 
1938. In the aftermath of World War II 
and the Korean War, Armistice Day be
came Veterans Day, a holiday dedi
cated to American veterans of all wars. 

Miles Richards: A gentleman and a scholar/ 
In grateful thanksgiving 
Karen Slobodian 
Sr. Warden 

Miles was born in McKeesport. When he was six, his family moved to Elizabeth. He at
tended Elizabeth Forward High School. His undergrad work was at Edinboro State Col
lege. 

In 1983 Miles was accepted at the University of South Carolina where he completed his 
Masters and Doctorate in History. During his years in South Carolina, which total twenty
eight, he was an adjunct professor at the University of South Carolina and on the staff at 
Midlands Technical College. 

The Author of "Remembering Columbia, South Carolina: Capital City Chronicles': pub
lished by The History Press in 2006, Miles has written numerous works in scholarly his
tory journals and other publications. In 2008 Dr. Miles Richards was accepted as a fellow 
at the National Endowment for the Humanities Institute titled "Transcendentalism and So
cial Action in the Nineteenth Century" in Concord, MA. He also wrote a history of the Co
lumbia Luncheon Club, the oldest interracial social club in South Carolina. 

His interest in his favorite subject lends him to be involved in local historical centers. He 
was one of the founding members in 1976 of the Elizabeth History and Heritage Center 
until he left Pennsylvania in 1983. He is currently a member of the McKeesport History 
Heritage Center. 

Miles is a member of St. Stephen's choir, has a beautiful bass voice, and has performed 
solos over our summer months. While in South Carolina he attended two churches, Trin
ity Episcopal Church and Church of the Good Shepherd, and sang in both choirs respect
fully. 

Most currently, Miles has been inspecting and reading the Vestry minutes of St. 
Stephen's Church, and has compiled a series of notes of worth and highlights of the his
tory of our church. To date he has covered our history up through 1961 ... what an 
amazing accomplishment. He has advised the vestry of the volumes that are in need of 
repair and they will be rebound. It is an ongoing and tedious journey, and when com
pleted will be compiled into a book for the preservation of our history. 

Miles has been a member of St. Stephen's since his return to Pennsylvania ... what a 
wonderful addition to our church family. Want to know something about local history ... 
ask Miles! 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE OCTOBER 2013 VESTRY MEETING 

Fr. Dave thanked Karen Slobodian for the meal. 
Karen Slobodian opened the meeting with prayer. 

CHANGES ON VESTRY: 
• John Ochap has agreed to take Denise Ritter's place on the Vestry; therefore, extending his term to 2015. 

PRESENT AT ION: 
• Miles Richards explained to the Vestry the work he has been doing going through all the Vestry minutes and re

cording notable items. Several years of our minutes are on microfilm. Miles will check with Joan Gunderson to see if 
the diocese has a microfilm machine. 

• Miles continued to report on St. Stephen's applying to be on the Landmark Association. This would help St. 
Stephen's in applying for grants and would give distinction to this building. Lani Temple made a motion to continue 
with the Landmark Association process. Beverly Tkach seconded. Motion carried. 

• Fr. Dave commissioned Miles to do a report on all his findings and thanked him for all the work he has been doing. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 
• The profit/loss statement for the month of September 2013 was distributed. Lani Temple made a motion to accept the 

Treasurer's repo~ subject to audit. John Ochap seconded. Motion carried. 

SENIOR WARDEN'S REPORT: 
• The September roof income was $2,458.12 which brings us to a total of $12,203.50 given for the roof. New roof cans 

are in the church. 

JUNIOR WARDEN'S REPORT: 
• There is a call in to Kemp to repair loose shingles. 
• Karen reported that a lot of the pews have tom cushions - 16 have tears, dry rot or spots. She will contact someone 

to come in and take a look at them. 

TEAM REPORTS: 
Pastoral Care Team: Ethel Balas reported that she has made three visits this month. Karen and Lani are going to Mary

land to visit T J Rufty. 
Diocesan Council: Convention will be November 1 and 2 at Trinity Cathedral. The nominating committee is looking for 

people to run for Diocesan Council. 
Finance Team: The stewardship letter will go out this week. The Advent letter will go out the week of November 11. 

Barrier Protection Services and Vector Security will come in to take a look and give us a price for a security system. 
We will start selling fudge. An insert will be in this week's bulletin. We will also start selling hoagies. The next finance 
team meeting will be November 4. The team will be preparing the 2014 budget so Vestry members are encouraged 
to attend. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
• A motion to give $50 to the Police Annual Fund Drive was made by Lani Temple and seconded by John Ochap. 

Motion carried. 

Karen Slobodian closed the meeting in prayer. 

Meeting adjourned, 

NEXT VESTRY MEETING 
MONDAY,NOVEMBER11 
SOCIAL - 6PM; MEETING - 7PM 
Prayer - John Ochap 
Snacks - Ed Seddon 

NOVEMBER MEETINGS/EVENTS 

November 3 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Turn Clocks Back 

November4 Finance Team Meeting 
November 11 VETERANS' DAY 

Vestry Social 
Vestry Meeting 

November 14 McKeesport Ministerium Meeting at 
St. Stephen's 

* COC Business After Hours, Waterfront 
November 17 Deadline for Fudge Orders 
November 21 * COC Networking in the Morning 

Holiday Inn Express, Waterfront 
November 24 Pick up Fudge Orders 

Ministerium Thanksgiving Service 
Auberle 

November 28 HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
Undercroft used for private party 

November 29 OFFICE CLOSED 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS 
Holy Eucharist II Sunday 
Holy Eucharist II Sunday 
Choir Rehearsal Sunday 
Church School Sunday 
Krafters Monday 
Bible Study Tuesday 
12/12 Program Wednesday 
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday 
Art Group Thursday 
Alcoholics Anonymous Thursday 
Bible Study Thursday 

DIOCESAN OR OUTSIDE EVENTS 
Convention 

Convention 

Honoring of Veterans 

Integrity 

November 1 
Trinity Cathedral 

November 2 
Trinity Cathedral 

NovemberS 
McKeesport Area High School 

4th Sunday of every month 

7:00PM 

6:00PM 
7:00PM 
10:00AM 

5:30PM 

8:00AM 

4:30PM 

8:00AM 
10:00AM 
9:30AM 
9:45AM 

10:00AM 
7:00PM 
7:00PM 
7:00PM 
11:00AM 
7:30PM 
7:30PM 

1:00PM 

8:00AM 

9:30AM 

3:30PM-
5:00PM 



We are currently receiving gifts ~ 
toward the purchase of a fire- ~....._..~., 
proof file cabinet. The cost of the -~! 
file cabinet is $2,100. If you wish le:] 
to make a donation to help de~ 
fray the cost of this, please see 
Fr. Dave or Karen or put your donation in an 
envelope marked "for fire-proof file cabinet." 

jf~i1 ROOF FUND 
s~ Through your generous contributions 
'-~• to the roof fund, our total for Septem-

ber was $2,458.12 which brings us to a total 
of $12,203.50 given since September 2012. 
GREAT JOB! 

FUDGEIIIWe are selling 
fudge to benefit 

111 St. Stephen's Out
reach Fund. The 

fudge is Copper Kettle Fudge and is 
$6.99 for 8 ounces. Orders are due in by 
November 17 and fudge will be distributed 
on November 24. Flavors are Belgium 
Chocolate, Belgium Chocolate Nut, Butter 
Pecan, Chocolate Peanut Butter, French 
Vanilla, French Vanilla Nut, Maple Wal
nut, NY Chocolate Cheesecake, Peanut 
Butter, Rocky Road. Call the office if you 
need an order form. 

WHO MEETS AT ST. STEPHEN'S 

(The following letter was received by the 12112 group. This is the group· that meets at 
St. Stephen's on Wednesday evenings.) 

Hello, my name is Erin, and I'm an alcoholic (Hi, Erin!). I must not reveal my last 
name in print, due to the AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) tradition of anonymity. Also, 
cannot speak for AA as a whole, or even for my particular home group. I speak only 
for myself, though there are others who share my sentiment. We have no "leaders", 
but I am the secretary of the McKeesport Freedom 12&12 meeting of AA. We meet 
here at St. Stephen's on Wednesday night at 7PM. AA has been meeting at St. 
Stephen's for decades. The church has been more than gracious to us all, extending 
the healing, redemptive hand of Jesus to all in need. Alcoholics have been tradition
ally snubbed by society, but welcomed by St. Stephen's. By the Grace of God and 
the fellowship of AA, and that which I've learned in AA, I have not had a drink in 18 
years. That is not by willpower. It is by Grace. We are taught in AA that when we 
achieve sobriety, and when the time is right, we ought to help the still suffering alco
holics to achieve sobriety. The hospitality offered by St. Stephen's has helped to 
make this possible. I would like to give a heart felt thank you to this church for all you 
do for us. 

"One day at a time. " -
Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Alcoholics Anonymous - Big Book 

Thank you very much, Erin 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
7 

10 
12 

Ethel Balas 
Karen Pack 
Robert Carnahan 
Beverly Tkach 

20 
21 
26 

Brian Dinkfelt 
Lillian Koch 
Jonathan Lust 

If you have a November birthday and your 
name is not on the Jist above, please call the 
office, 412.664.9379, and we will be sure to get 
your name on the list next year. 

Congratulations to Rhiannon and Zak Ochap who were married at 
St. Stephen's on Friday, October 25. 

Please call the church office ... 

+ when a member of your family is admit
ted to the hospital so that visits can be 
made and the proper people notified; 

• when your organization plans to have a 
meeting or event so that it can be 
cleared and placed on the church calen
dar; 

+ when your home or business phone 
number is changed so the church re
cords can be corrected; 

• when you are planning to move out of 
town or locally; 

+ when a new baby arrives in your family 
or in the family of another church mem
ber. 

+ when a member of your family leaves 
home for college or to establish a new 
residence; and, 

+ when you feel the church can assist you 
in any way. 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE 
LORDI 

We are hoping to acquire 
some new choir members. If 
you feel like joining us, we re
hearse on Wednesdays at 

7 :00PM. We would be happy to have you 
share your talents with us. 

In Christ's love, 
Georgia Lebedda 

412-664-7748 

Beautiful music is the art of the proP,hets that 
can calm the agitations of the soul: it is one 
of the most magnificent and delightful pre-
sents God has given us. Martin Luther 

NOVEMBER3 


