
Love is from God. It is the environment in which He lives and it is 
the blessing he graciously shares. (See 1 John 4!) Incredibly, the 

1 Bible rarely if ever simply says that God loves us. Instead, it tells us 
that God showed us His love by giving, doing, sacrificing, and for-
giving. 

In God's world, love is no mere state of being. It is not simply a 
fleeting emotion based upon our performance or response to him. Instead, it is a consis-
tent set of gracious actions designed to show us His love and leave us touched with his 
redemptive grace. 

So as we get swept up on both the seriousness and silliness of Valentine's Day fever, 
let's hear the call of God to do more than buy an overpriced card, snag a bouquet of flow-
ers or box of chocolates. Let's make a commitment to make our love real with some very 
intentionally planned loving actions. In other words, pick up the calendar and space out 
some very specific things to do between now and next February 14: Love is a verb, so 
let's get busy doing and not just talking, thinking and feeling. 
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MY LIFELINE 
The Rev. David L. Kinsey 

How well I remember my Mom taking me for walks in the 
park. She would have me sit down by a flower bed and 
she would explain how God made each flower differently 
than all the rest. The smell was so sweet. 

Then we would get up and I would take my little finger 
and reach up to hold her hand which was my security. 
Occasionally, I would become brave and Jet go of her 
hand and run on ahead of her, giggling as I ran. Then, 
somehow out of nowhere a large dog would appear. With 
great fear I would run back into my mother's arms for 
safety. How well I remember her sweet smell and warm 
hugs. 

As we come to celebrate Easter in a Good Friday world, 
what are you doing to stay plugged into God who loves 
you so much? A married lady was remembering the time 
she was dating her husband. She would cuddle up to him 
as they drove down the road headed for the local Dairy 
Queen. As she was sitting on the passenger side, she 
said to her husband, "Do you remember when we dated 
and I nearly sat on your lap while you were driving? Now 
I am all the way over here." His response - "Who 
moved?" 

In your relationship with God, who moved? 



February Messages: 

February 2 

February 9 

Presentation of the Lord 
In the Temple 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

"Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory'' 

"Are YOU a Ught to Those Who 
Love You?" 

February 16 

February 23 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

Bishop's visitation 

"Love Those Who Have Hurt You" 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
2014 Diocesan Constitu-
tion and Canons: The up-
dated version approved at 

the 2013 Diocesan Convention has 
been posted on the diocesan web 
site. 

We look forward to Bishop McConnell's 
visit to St. Stephen's on Sunday, Febru-
ary 16 for the 1 0:OOAM service. We will 
welcome Bishop McConnell after the 
service with a luncheon and a time of 
question and answers. 
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MOSTGOOIJ 
• Dear Congregation, 

I want to say thank you to all who participated in our Treasures for Children Program for Christ-
mas of 2013. The response from everyone is always terrific and very much needed. 

We had 415 families and individuals signed up for the holidays and 890 children. A lot of the 
families were hurting from losing their jobs, medical reasons, etc. You do not like seeing fami-
lies suffering at any time but holidays are the worst. You feel so bad for people and always 
want to go the extra mile. Help from others makes it possible for us to do just that. 

Knowing children are waking up Christmas morning all excited because Santa Claus had been 
there is a good feeling. Thanks to all of you again for all that you do. 

God Bless, 

Dawn Bornemann 
Office Manager 
McKeesport Salvation Army 

Pat Greene 
In grateful thanksgiving 
Submitted by: 
Karen Slobodian, Sr. Warden 

If I were to be asked to pick adjectives to describe Pat, my first thoughts would be quiet and 
unassuming. She goes about her functions at St. Stephen's almost silently but extremely effi-
ciently. 

Pat was born in Pittsburgh and her family moved to the Kiski area when she was three. She 
attended Kiski High School and attended college at Pitt University. She worked for AAA for 
twenty-three years. Pat has two sisters and one brother. She had one son who passed away 
two years ago. 

Pat has been married to Dave Greene for twenty-three years. They have two dogs living at 
home with them, Penny and Che. She and Dave open their home to friends at least twice a 
month for movie events. They have built into their home a full-scale theater, complete with 
surround sound and a full-sized screen. If you have never been to one of their movie dates 
you have missed something truly wonderful. These events are very entertaining, with snacks 
before movie time and on Sunday afternoon showings, many get together after the movie for 
dinner at nearby restaurants . 

Pat's favorite pass times are reading mysteries and going to yard sales in search of many 
treasures, which she has turned into a business. She does estate sales for friends and by 
word of mouth. She also has an antique business called "Nothing New" at the E. N. Miller An-
tique Mall in Verona. Pat holds a flea market fund raiser for Animal Full Life Rescue located in 
Wilkinsburg every year. The flea market is held at St. Stephen's and she has graciously in-
vited the church congregation to hold their own flea market with her. She also volunteers at 
Pet Friends of Westmoreland. 

Pat holds numerous positions at the church. She is a member of the Vestry, is in charge of 
the coffee hour, and is director of our church school. One of the sweetest things she does is 
offers rides to a few of our congregants who would otherwise have a difficult time getting to 
and from church every week. 

Father Dave says we are put on this earth by God to be a servant. Pat figured that out a long 
time ago- quiet, unassuming, efficient and most definitely one of God's loving servants. 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JANUARY VESTRY MEETING 

./ Fr. Dave thanked Beverly Tkach for the meal. 

./ Lani Temple opened the meeting with prayer. 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 

./ Wert Bookbinding got back to the office re: the cost of re-binding the Vestry Minute book that was in bad shape. The 
cost will be $247.50 plus shipping and handling. 

./ All envelopes and contribution statements have been distributed. 

./ Sharon clarified the reason for the loss on the Bevan and Campbell accounts. The loss occurred because those ac-
counts were in bonds which did not do well in 2013. They will be converted to cash and reviewed by Joe Scarpo as to 
what would be the best place to put these monies . 

./ The audit will take place on March 1. Those doing the audit will be: Ethel Balas, Ron Dern, AI Lebedda, John and 
Kerry Ochap, Karen Slobodian, Lani Temple and Bev Tkach, 

SENIOR WARDEN'S REPORT: 
./ Karen distributed· the roof fund report for 2013 . 
./ John Ochap and Karen will take a closer look at the pew cushions and the wood underneath in order to make a de-

termination on how best to replace the cushions. 
JUNIOR WARDEN'S REPORT: 

./ John stated that the light bulbs have been delivered and he will get down to the church to start replacing them. 
TEAM REPORTS: · 

./ Pastoral Care Team: Ethel Balas reported that she now has only four people to visit on a regular basis. Joyce 
Sipos, Marilyn Ziegler, Kathy Craddock and Catherine Zebrovious were visited over the Christmas season. The 
team also visited Ruth Richa-ds in the hospital and at Kane. They will be going to visit Denise Ritter who is at home 
recuperating from surgery. 

./ Outreach: The hoagie sale netted $276. 

./ Finance Team: 
• Lani stated that the Rnance Team did a good job in 2013. We have saved a lot of money on the gas and 

electric bills. 
• The team sponsored a fudge sale to benefit Outreach and they worked at the White Oak Craft Show. 
• The team will start to work on grants, particularly the Historical Assoc. and the McCune Foundation. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
./ St Stephen's had committed to paying $60 towards the Ninth Street Clinic last year and were one of the few 

churches who honored their commitment Fr. Dave asked that St Stephen's commit to paying $60 again in 2014. 
Sharon will write a check and give it to Bob Pratt. 

./ Karen and John have looked over the proposal for repairing the stained glass windows . 

./ Re: the 2014 Diocesan assessment Fr. Dave, Karen and Lani will meet with the new Diocesan treasurer and discuss 
said assessment John Ochap made a motion that the treasurer set aside the monthly assessment of $845.24 until 
the meeting occurs and a decision is made. Beverly Tkach seconded. Motion carried. 

./ Karen still has a couple of parishioners to ask to run for Vestry. 

./ Bishop McConnell will be visiting St Stephen's on February 16 . 

./ The next Finance Team meeting will be February 3 at 7PM. 

lani Temple closed the meeting in prayer. 

Meeting adjourned, 

Minutes respectfully submitted by, 
Sharon Petterson 

NEXT VESTRY MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2014 
SOCIAL-6PM; MEETING - 7PM 
Prayer- Buddy Newman 
Snacks - Karen Slobodian 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS/EVENTS 
February 3 Finance Team Meeting 7:00PM 
February 5 *Chamber of Commerce 

Lunch and Learn 12:00PM 
February 10 Vestry Social 6:00PM 

Vestry Meeting 7:00PM 
February 13 McKeesport Ministerium Mtg. at 

Rainbow Temple 10:00AM 
February 16 Bishop McConnell's visit 10:00AM 
February 20 *Chamber of Commerce 

Networking in the Morning 8:00AM 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY EVENTS 
Holy Eucharist II Sunday 8:00AM 
Holy Eucharist II Sunday 10:00AM 
Choir Rehearsal Sunday 9:30AM 
Church School Sunday 9:45AM 
Krafters Monday 10:00AM 
Bible Study Tuesday 7:00PM 
12/12 Program Wednesday 7:00PM 
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday 7:00PM 
Art Group Thursday 11:00AM 
Alcoholics Anonymous Thursday 7:30PM 
Bible Study Thursday 7:30PM 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 
Integrity 4th Sunday of every month 3:30PM-

5:00PM 

* CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EVENTS: 
February 5 - 12PM to 2PM - Lunch & Learn - Affordable Care Act Update 
Holiday Inn Express, 3122 Lebanon Church Road, West Mifflin 
Now that it is being implemented join us in exploring the Affordable Care Act and What it 
means for your business. This "Lunch and Learn" will address businesses with both under 
and over 50 employees. Don't miss the opportunity to better understand this new law. 
COST: $10 for Members; $15 for Non-Members 

February 20 -SAM to 9:15AM - Networking in the Morning, Westwood Golf Club, West 
Mifflin 

' 



, Fl....m We would like to increase our income from the fish I! F 1: S H f rr"l! E LP fries this year. Kindly consider a financial donation for 
any of the items needed for this event. Below is a list • 1 

of the items needed. Check off whatever you want to donate and mail into the office or call 
the office with the informatioo. 

# NEEDED I CAN HELP WITH ITEM PURCHASED APPROX. $ 

6 Oil Liquid Fry $30.00 
5 1 Case Whole Baby Potatoes $45.00 
2 1 Case Chunky Applesauce $48.00 
3 1 Box P.C. Ketchup $38.00 
3 1 Box P.C. Hot Sauce $8.00 
3 1 Box P.C. Tartar Sauce $13.00 
3 1 Box P.C. Cocktail Sauce $14.00 
1 1 Box Sweet 'n Low $28.00 
1 1 Box Sugar $16.00 
2 1 Box Creamers $13.00 
1 1 Box Knives, forks, spoons for take-out $20.00 
1 1 Box White Placemats $23.00 
2 1 Case 9 x 6 x 3 take-out containers $18.00 
1 1 Case 9 x 9 x 3 take-out containers $17.00 
2 1 Case 6 x 6 x 3 containers $26.00 
2 ·1 Box Foii Sheets $ '15.00 
4 1 Case (6 bags) French fries $20.00 
4 1 Case ( 4 boxes) Shrimp $16.00 
8 1 Case (53 pieces) Crabcakes $43.00 
4 1 Case (4 boxes) Cod Loin $40.00 
4 1 Case (4 boxes) Pollock $80.00 
2 Chicken Planks $36.00 

NAME: ______________ _ 

Thank you for supporting St. Stephen's fish fries. 

Cassie and Beverly 

This year's Fish Fries will be March 7 through April 18. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
3 
4 
5 
7 
11 

Elizabeth Milko 
Ruby Cunningham 
Pam Minnicks 
Elyssa Minnicks 
Dale Meneely 

17 
21 

25 

ROOFFUND 
Through your generous contribu- I tions to the roof fund, our total r. 
donations for November 2013 ., 
were $414.38. Our donations for December 
2013 were $3,771 .54 0NOW!) T his brings us 
to a total of $16 ,786.78. Great Job!!! 

William Craddock 
Woodene Merriman-Benson 
Thad Merriman, IV 
David Floyd 
Wayne Milko 

If you have a February birthday and your 
name is not on the list above, please call the 
office, 412.664.9379, and we will be sure to 
get your name on the Jist next year. 

March 7, 2014 will be our f irst fish fry. In order to be successful, we need commit-
ments from our parishioners to support and help in different positions for a period 
of seven weeks. These dinners are a great financial help to our church and without 
your help we will not be able to have them in the future. Can you help with any of 
the following? Call the office, 412-664-9379. 

COOK 
DISHWASHER (9AM-2PM} 
DISHWASHER (3PM-FINISH} 
WAITRESS (9AM-3PM} 
WAITRESS (3PM-FINISH} 
DESSERT CUTTERS/PLATERS/CLEAN-UP 
HALUSHKI MAKERS 
CLEAN-UP Team 
FISH BREADERS (9AM-11:30AM) 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
D 
0 

Thank you, 
Cassie and Beverly 


